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Cardno Acil’s successful partnership secures major education 
contract in Indonesia – up to 3000 schools to be built

Cardno Acil and the Australian Government agency, AusAID have signed an A$88 million
education contract as part of the Australian Government’s commitment of A$355 million for 
education in Indonesia under the Australia Indonesia Partnership.

Cardno Acil will partner with AusAID and the Government of Indonesia to improve access to 
junior secondary education by managing the construction or expansion of 2000 - 3000 
schools, improving governance, contract and asset management, and assisting education 
capacity building. 

The Basic Education Program is part of the Australian Prime Minister’s January 2005 pledge
to provide A$1 billion in reconstruction and development funds to Indonesia as part of 
Australia’s post tsunami assistance.

Managing Director, Andrew Buckley believes the successful May 2005 merger of social 
infrastructure services firm Acil Australia with Cardno’s established international physical 
infrastructure operations helped Cardno Acil win the development assistance contract. 

“Since the merger of the two businesses 12 months ago we have secured major project wins. 
Our teams are already working on significant projects in the Maldives, Aceh-Nias, and PNG. 
With Cardno Acil’s appointment to deliver the Basic Education Program in Indonesia the 
anticipated synergies are now self evident,” said Mr Buckley.

One of the key goals of the Basic Education Program is to assist the Government of 
Indonesia in its objective to achieve nine years of universal basic education for all children by 
2009. 

It is currently estimated that 1.75 million Indonesian children aged 13-15 are not in junior 
secondary school or madrasahs.i In rural and remote areas the percentage of children 
(especially females and the poor) without access to education is significantly higher than that 
found in urban locales.  One of the key deliverables of the Basic Education Program is to 
improve access to education in remote regions.

“Teams from Cardno Acil will work closely with the Government of Indonesia to support their 
policy initiatives,” said Dr Stephen Moss, CEO of Cardno Acil.

“Additionally Cardno Acil will ensure all program funds are properly managed. In conjunction 
with AusAID and the Government of Indonesia we aim to improve education access and 
standards for Indonesian children.” 
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About Cardno: Cardno is an integrated professional services provider, locally delivering the 
specialist advice necessary to create or improve the physical and social infrastructure that 
underpins communities around the world. Our team comprises leading advisers who plan, 
design and deliver sustainable projects or community programs. We are an international 
company, listed on the Australian Stock Exchange [ASX: CDD].
www.cardno.com or www.cardnoacil.com

1 AusAID, Australia-Indonesia Basic Education Program (BEP) Design Proposal, Canberra, 2006, 16.




